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Scale Number 
Tropical Storm 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

Sustained Winds 
39-73 
74-95 
96-110 
111-130 
131-155 

>155 

Damage 
Minimal 
Minimal 
Moderate 
Extensive 
Extreme 

Catastrophic 

Hurricane/Tropical Storm Watch:
Hurricane/tropical storm conditions are possible in the specified area of the
watch, usually within 36 hours.

Hurricane/Tropical Storm Warning:
Hurricane/tropical storm conditions are expected in the specified area of
the warning, usually within 24 hours.

Confine or secure pets.
Secure outdoor furniture, grills, trash cans, etc.
Stay away from moving water.  Moving water even 18 inches deep can
sweep a person away or cause loss of control of a vehicle.
Stay away from standing water, it may be electrically charged.
Turn refrigerator to maximum cold and open as little as possible.
Turn off propane tanks.
Unplug small appliances.
Fill bathtub and/or containers with water for sanitation purposes.
Stay alert!

Stay away from windows and doors. 
Close all interior doors. 
Take refuge in a small interior room, closet or hallway on the lowest level of the building. 
Be alert to downed power lines and the risk they pose. 

 Post emergency numbers by telephones. 
Prepare to move to safety before the storm strikes. 
Pick two places to meet.  One right outside your home and one outside 
your neighborhood. 
Have a family contact in another location that everyone knows to call and “check-in” 
if family members get separated. 
Prepare written instructions on how to turn off utilities if authorities advise to do so. 
Listen closely to News 8 Austin or NOAA Weather Radio for official bulletins. 
Keep enough supplies in your home to last three days. 
Become familiar with evacuation routes. 
Fill your car with gas. 
Assemble a Disaster Supply Kit in sturdy, easy to carry containers such as backpacks 
or duffle bags.  Include:   
     A 3 day supply of water - 3 gallons per person(1 gallon per person per day.) 
     Non-perishable food and manual can opener. 
     A change of clothing and footwear per person and a blanket or sleeping bag 
     per person. 
     A first aid kit that includes family prescription medications. 
     Emergency tool, including battery powered radio, flashlight and extra batteries. 
     Extra set of car keys and a credit card, cash or traveler’s checks. 
     Extra set of glasses. 
     Sanitation supplies. 
     Special items for infants, elderly or disabled family members. 
     Valuable papers(i.e., insurance, identification) 
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